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Cbriſtian Knowledge. 
8 . 
To the Riglit Honourable the Directors 
and all the Honourable Members 
of the Eaſt India, Turkey, and 
African COMPANIES, QC. 


A PRroeosaL for Printing a POLYGLOT 
Book of the Pſalms, according to the Me- 
thod of the Canticles, prepared for the 

Prefs ; and for ſending a Number of Copies 
into the Eaſt; particularly to the 

PATRIARCH of ETHIOPIA. 


S is not out of an Opinion of any Ex- 
A 1 cellence in this Diſcourſe, that I pre- 
NF ume to take this Occalion of addreſjing 

; myſelf, with all humble Deference, to 
You, moſt Honourable Patriots; tho none of your 
Communities would ſeem to att out of Character, 
in countenancing any laudable Dejign, tendiug to 
eſtabliſh the Foundation of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, in exaltiug the Glory and Gooaneſs of its 
Divine Author; fince the Propagation of this 
Bleſſed Scheme of Eternal Happineſs 1s the 
- avow'd Defien and peculiar Province of the One 


C 


Part, and the Means and Opportunities of con- 


tributing thereto, may be, and are much facili- 


tated by the Intercourſe of the Other. 1 
8 Df 


| 
| 
| 


& the Coming in of the Fulneſs of 
as not a little incouraged me in the underta- 


1 ** 

But the Proſpect of the Approach 9 ' tho 7 
happy and long expetted Times, when C RIST's 
Kingdom ſhall be reſtored, and ſhall reflouriſh 


where it has been long obliterated ;\ and where- 


7n it ſhall be further arffuſed 2 the Nations 
the Gentiles, 


king of a Work, whereof my Propoſals, and the 
Preface to the Book, will giue an Account. For 
the 2 3 Execution of which, I have ventured 
to trouble you with this Adareſs ; nat out of any 
private View, but in Order to ſpread the pro- 
poſed Good Effects o 5 my Labours into the Eaſt, 
whereby the Fl iſtant Parts of the Catholick 
Church may be cemented together in mutual 
Friendſhip, Commerce may be enlarged, and the 
Commencement and Progreſs of our Bleſſed Sa- 
w10ur's Reien on Earth accelerated by our co- 
operating thereto. Happy, might 1, by any 
Means, be found worthy to contribute any thing 
to advance His Glory, 0 or the Benefit of any of 
His Subjetts ! - 


 Tniending to print the Canticles very (hortly, 
which have been a confiderable Time ready for 
the 1 75 0 but were delay d far Maut of pes 3 
hat I would humbly requeſt of You, the 

rable Members of both Eſtabhſhments, is, that 
You will be pleaſed, by Means of the Com- 
panies Commerce with thoſe Countries, or by 
the Merchants of the Levant, to honour me 
with your Aſſit ance, in communicating to the 


Chriſtians of Ethiopia, (or what is more pro- 
{ 874) called Habeſſinia) ſuch a Number of Con 


Vier as 2 0 be thaught proper: When the 
5 8 Preſ 


W 


t | 

Preſs is compoſed, there will be little Diffee 
rence. in the Expence, between printing a 
greater or ſmaller Number, bating the Charge 
of the Paper, which will not be conſiderable. 
But herein it is intended to exceed, as little 
as poſſible, the Number expected to be diſ- 
poſed of, according to the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 

As the Ethiopian Chriſtians have ſo juſt aud 
high a Value for this Song of SOLOMON, the 
Great Progenitor and Founder of the Royal 
Race of” their Emperors, as they firmly be- 
lieve, and not without Grounds ; there is no 
Doubt that the Books wou'd be well accepted 
by them ; I hape to the great Advantage of 
the Commercial World. They <wou'd, no Qut- 
ſtion, be a very agreeable Preſent to the Habeſ- 
ſinian Monarch himſelf, the moſt Illuſtrious 
PRESsTER JohN. V hence I ſhould hope to be 
incouraged to proceed in the Pſalms, &c. accord. 
ing to the ſame Method, and my Propoſals; a 
Book wherein the Habeſſins are ſingulariy con- 
verſant, and are ſaid to take (0 great a Plea- 
ſure in reading of it, as to have the Pſalms 
almoſt generally by Heart. ; 


And here I can't help being carried out is; 
the agreeable Contemplation of what Great aud 
N ble Atchievements may be wrought by à ne- 
2 of this Afair, upon ſo happy an Offer, 
to the beſt Advantage ; whilſt this Mighty and 
Renowned African Potentate may become the 
Glorious - oi of promoting His Bleſſed 
Saviour s Kingdom here on Earth, to whom He 
has the — Honour, if 1 may — 
N „ Ü ͤù RE Ty 


f vi 
ſay it, to be more particularly related, according 
to the Fleſh, as the Offspring and Lineage of 
DAVID; aud thus, 2 fo his Motto, 
the Lion of the Tribe of Jupan ſhall prevail, 
in a compleater Senſe : For which Purpoſe, 
ome of the Chriſtian Powers of Europe Will 
be ſollicited upon this Occaſion 5 which, I will 
be bold to ſay, is worthy of an Embaſſy from 
the Greateſt Monarch under the Sun. 


hade no more to add, but apologize for the 
Delay in acquitting my Engagements, by Rea- 
ſon of the many Obſtructious to my 4 675 in 
theſe Undertakings, which are unavoidable to 
a Clergyman, whoſe Lot is fallen in a Country 
Living, far from all the Advantages of Learn- 
ing ; to the expediting of which, Your Honou- 
rable Aſſiſtance herein will be greatly effeftual ; 
Fhich, I hope, will be as much Your Inclina- 
tion, as I ſhall ſtudy to make it be to your Sa- . 
tisfattion, and turu to Your Glory. And that F 
Your ſeveral Eſtabliſhments may long flouriſh, 4 
farſuant to thoſe Noble Defigns for which they 
were eretted, ſball be the ardent Prayer of, 


GENTLEMEN, 


With the greateſt 7 eneration, 
| and Reſpe a 5 
Your moſt Obedient , and 
moſt faithful humble Servant, 


| Midleton Tyas, 
ntar Richmond, 
cc. 5, 1737. 


Joan MawkR. 
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F am Alpha and Omega, the 
+ . Beginning and Ending. 


N Order to form a juſt Idea of the OEco- 

I & nomy of our Redemption, we muſt carry 

up our Reflections to the firſt Creation, and 
Sete on the Almighty's Plan and Deſign 


in forming this World, and thence bring down 


our Speculations to ihe laſt Winding up of 
Things, and the End of G OD's Diſpenſations 
to Men. And herein let me recommend it to 
the Conſideration of any impartial Examiner, 


whether there be not much more of Reaſon and 


Good Senſe, in regarding the Creation of the 


World, in reſpect of the Human State, as a Plan, 

principally intended to diſplay the Glory and 
. Goodneſs of our Divine Redeemer, pre- ordained 
before the Birth of Time, wherein, thro' ſeveral 
Diſpenſations, and by a gradual Revelation, GOD 
was pleaſed to manifeſt his Providence and Con- 


Cern 


; 
| 
| 
; 
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: 
| 
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cetn in Human Affairs, for the Happineſs of His 


Creatures: I ſay, whether it be not more reaſo- 


nable to regard the firſt Plan of the Creation, and 
the whole OEconomy of it, in this View, rather 


than as the Handy-Work of an All-wiſe Being, 
(for ſuch the Natural Order and Diſpoſition of 


the Whole ſpeaks Him to be) who, as ſoon as He 
had finiſhed his Works, and ſet every thing in 
a due Subordination to one another, left them 
after that to themſelves, without ever after in- 
terfering in their Preſervation, or taking Care for 
their Good-Order and Well-Being. Surely this 
is a Thought ſo unworthy of the Great Author 


of all Things, fo abſurd in all Regards, ſo un- 


comfortable in the Contemplation, and ſo little 
agreeable to the Ideas of the Soul of Man, that 
is naturally carried to look above ſuch beggerly 
Elements of our Conſtitution, as relate to this 


World only : That as it is confident of its nearer 
Affinity to Heaven; ſo it is the higheſt Affront 


to Human Reaſon to adopt ir, and ſhews as great 
a Malevolence to, and Diſparagement of, Human 
Nature, to entertain the leaſt Kindneſs for it. 


The Falſity of the Contrary being therefore 


abundantly evinced by Reaſon and Senſe, it fol. 


lows, that the Propoſition, in Favour of a Provi. 
dence and a Revelation, muſt be corroborated, 
and finally confirm'd, by all the Evidences that 


| n or „ thoſe Principles, that are di- 


"—_ 
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tealy oppoſite. Now Revelation having all the 
Advantages of Evidence and Uſefulneſs which 
the contrary Suppoſition wants, as its Certainty 
is invincibly eſtabliſh'd ; ſo its gradual Progreſs 
and Promulgation will appear the more ratio- 
nal and uniform, when it is referr” d, not only to 


the ſeveral States and Diſpoſitions of the World 


for receiving it, bur alſo to the great Purpoſes of 
our Redeemer, who is to be conſidered, not only 


as the Sum and Subſtance of ir, the Alpha and 
Omega of the Grand Project of our Salvation, 


bur alſo as the Beginning and Ending of the 
Creation itſelf ; or, as I may expreſs it, by 


whom principal ly, the World, or Worlds, were 
made. 


The Manner of our Lord's expreſſing Him- 


| elf in the Text, and the following Part of 


the Verſe, is a clear Declaration of his Divinity, 
whilſt He aſſumes the Style of the Almighty, 
whereby He ſignifies his Eternal Eſſence and 
Duration. As the ſame Manner of Expreſſion 


: frequently recurs in this Book, in the Perſon of 
God the Son ; ſo ut is often, in the Old Tefta- 
ment, applied in the Declarations of God the 


Father: Whence we may certainly conclude 
the two Holy Perſons to be co. eſſential and 
. co-erernal. 0 

And as we have ſuch clear Teſtimony of the 
ce. of che Son; ſo we have it from the 


E * B Autho- 


wk + s 4 
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Authority of the ſame Divine Oracles, That He 
was the * Beginning, or efficient Cauſe, of the 
Creation of GOD :, That being his Wiſdom, 
or Reaſon, the & Ayes, he made the whole viſt- 
ble and inviſible Creation. As he thus erected 
to himſelf a Kingdom in the natural World, he 
likewiſe prepared himſelf a ſpiritual Dominion, 
and an OEonomy of Grace in the Human Nature. 
Here then we have the gracious and wonderful 
Plan of our Redemption, contrived and ordain- 
ed long before the Firſt Man had a Being; and 
the Human Nature was, from the firſt, ennobled 
and dignified, by the intended and future Aſſump- 
tion of it, by the Son of God. From this great 
Epocha we are to date the admirable Defign of a 
Saviour in the Eternal Decrees, and the Counſel 
of Peace, and thence draw out the whole e 

of ſubſequent Revelation. 

We muſt, in the _ | 

I. Firft Place, then conſider the Meſſiah, in the 
Promiſe any Expectation of Him, as the Sum 
and Subſtance of Divine Revelation, or as the 


Firſt and Laſt in the Diſpenſation of G Grace. 
And then, 


II. Secondly, Confider Him, after He is come, in 


the Accompliſhment of all Things expected 


from Him, and in His final N and 
Exaltation. 


„„ .- L The 


„ 

I. The Meſſiah's Glory and Goodneſs being 
regarded as a principal Cauſe of the World's 
Creation, and of GOD's Dealings with the Sons 
of Men in the preſent Order of Things ; by ta- 
king in the whole Proſpect hereby open'd to us, 
it will, I conceive, give us a clear Connexion and 
juſt Harmony of the Beginning and Conſumma- 
tion of the Human State, and ſerve to leſſen, if 
not remove, moſt of the intermediate Difficulties. 
And of theſe the Firft and Principal as the Source 
of all the reſt, the Fall of Man, and the Degene- 
racy and preſent Corruption of our Nature, will 
without Queſtion be reputed, which in this View 
will admit of a very agreeable Solution, and ab- 
ſolve from Imputation the Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence of G O D. 


Indeed, the Divine Præſcience and Human 
Liberty may to our limited Underſtanding ſeem 
hard to comprehend, as to their Conſiſtency in 
that Caſe. It is however plain, be that as it 
will, that the Permiſſion of this Lapſe was at- 
tended with moſt gracious Conſequences, and 
was moſt indulgently provided for by the Divine 
. Goodneſs. So that, in Fact, the Human Nature 
has gained by its Loſs, and becomes exalted by its 
Degradation, in that the Son of God has digni- 
fied it by his Aſſumption of it, in uniting it to the 
Divine, in order to raiſe it up to-a more happy 
and glorious Condition, than it wou d otherwiſe 


B 2 Have 
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have been capable or worthy of, had he not con- 
deſcended to redeem it in our Human Body, and 
under its moſt lowly Condition. And, to ſupply 

its Defects, and aſſiſt its In firmities, He has ac- 
companied (and even precedes} our good Inten- 
tions with the. Co- Operation of his Grace; and, 
| notwithſtanding this kind Prevention, offers to 
our farther Lapſes and Deviations from our Du- 
ty, a gracious and moſt inviting Pardon, by Re- 


pentance, thro' Faith in his Merits and Satisfac- 


tion. So that when, after all this, Men become 
finally miſerable, it is thro', their own Choice, by 
| per fiſting in their Impenitency and it is as un- 
juſt to accuſe GOD, as the Author of their Ever- 
laſting Perdition, as it is to condemn Him, for 
having at all created them, tho with ſuch en- 
dear d Terms, as the moſt affectionate Invitation, 
| and all- ſufficient Aſſiſtance of being eternally 
„ 55 
Buch is the Benefit we have obtained by the 
Meſſiah's Coming and Suffering in our Stead : 
A Privilege reflected back to the firſt Creation, 
and applied to the firſt Man, as it has been to 
all kis Deſcendants, and will be to the lateſt of 
his Poſterity.  - | 1 20 
No there is ſomething very obſervable in 
the Origin of Man, as it is delivered in Holy 
Leriptare, which, as J apprehend, giyes him a 
V 


o 


oy 
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more particular Relation to his Divine Saviour. 


The Decree of Eternal Wiſdom, Let Us make 


Man in Our Image, implies ſomething more 
than what 1s uſually underftood by theſe Words. 
The Hebrew 1s here more forcibly expreſſive, 
than to be wholly turn'd off to afig urative Senſe. 
For admitting the Spiritual Application as much 
as may be required, the direct Purpoſe of the Let- 
ter plainly alludes to the Humanity, or Corporeay 


| Repreſentment of Chriſt, either as future, by 


a Prolepſis or perhaps, to the Bodily Preſence 
He might be pleaſed to aſſume in Heaven, as 
antecedent to his Aſſumption of Human Nature, 
And this Notion may ſeem to he the better ſup- 
ported, when it is obſer ved, that He is generally 


ſuppoſed to have manifeſted himſelf, under the 


Old Teſtament, in the Reſemblance of Hu- 


; mjnity, particularly among the three Celeſtial 


Perſonages whom ABRAHAM entertained in his 


- Tent. And further, this Acceptation of the Di- 


vine Image, here ſpoken of, ſeems to be fully eſta- 
bliſh'd by the Reaſon given of the Interdict of 
Murder in a following Chapter : for iu the 
Image of GOD made He Man. Now the 
Image of GOD, in the Soul of Man, is out of the 
Reach of the Slayei's Hand, and therefore cou'd 
not be violated or defaced by it; and conſequent - 
ly ; it is the Body, and not the Soul, which is there 
referr'd to: For the whole Scope and Tenor of | 
TRE : " "= 


Yn 


the Paſſage is foreign to any Relation to the 


Soul. 


But however the latter Clauſe of the preced- 
ing Application may be above us to define, who 


muſt not preſume to be wiſe above what is writs 
ten; yet, whilſt it is agreeable to the Analogy of 


Scripture, I can apprehend no Inconvenience 
attending it in any Senſe. Let it be ſuppoſed 
to refer only to Chriſt's ſubſequent Manhood, 
or to his Appearance in the Human Form be- 
fore his Incarnation, it will fully anſwer all 
that we wou'd infer from it. For thus, both in 
Body and Soul, Man will have an immediate 
Relation to his Redeemer; who, being intereſted 


for the whole Man, as form'd to his Image, 


ſuffered and died in the Human Nature, for the 
Sal vation of the whole, as compoſed of Soul and 


Body. And this poſſibly may be one principal 


Reaſon for the Reſurrection of the Body to par- 
take of the Immortality of the Soul, to be rai- 
ſed conformable to its Saviour's Image (as the 
Scripture promiſes it ſhall) to ſhine forth with 
our Leader in a glorious Eternity. | 


Ir has been often obſerved, that the Hebrew 
Word, ſignifying the Life which his Creator 


breathed into Man, is a Term of the Plural 
Number ; whence it 1s concluded to infer two 


Lives, 5 Preſent, and That which is to come · 


80 that in his very Make and Contexture, Man 


45 
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3 
was ordained and prepared for a State, ſubſe- 
quent to that wherein he was created, and the 
whole Order and Method of his Redemption 
plann d accordingly. But whether this Obſer- 
vation, like that other of the Hebrew Plural of 
- Nouns joyn d with Verbs Singular, particularly 
exemplified in the Word Elobim, may not rather 
evince the peculiar Idiom and Genius of the 
Language, than a Plurality of Meaning in the 
Expreſſions, is not ſo certain, as that Man was 
1. originaly deſigned for two very different Lives, 
and that by the Means of a Divine Saviour, 
who was made the early and general Expec- 
&: tation of the World. 
As it is therefore manifeſt, that Man was not 
created with a View ſolely to this World; and 
as clear, that his Lapſe from Original In- 
tegrity was foreſeen and provided for by a Re- 
ſtorer, by whoſe Intervention he was to be qua- 
lified for a better State than That from which he 
fell; without which Re-eſtabliſhment, as he had 
defeated the Purpoſes of his Creation, ſo he had 
* forfeited his Title to that Better World, for 
which he was deſigned: It follows, that, in 
Conſequence of the Fall, all GOD'sAfter-dealings 
with him, and the whole Scheme of Religious 
Acts, from that Time forward, muſt, in the 
_Laft Refort, be referr'd to a Saviour and Re- 
deemer, as diſtinguiſh'd and fer forth in the pro- 


miſe! 


110 J 
miſed Meſſiah. And chis, by invineible Conſe- 
quence, may be deduced from the Rake. r 
Inſtitutions of Religion. | 


For to conſider the Original Indo. 
of Sacrifices. Exher they were directed by GOD, 
or they were not. If they were merely the Sug- 

geſtions of Human Reaſon, they muſt have pro- 
ceeded from one or other of theſe Conſiderations : 
Either it was hoped, that they would be accep- 
ted of GOD, by way of Commaration for a per- 
ſonal Atonement; or the Virtue and Efficacy 
of them muſt have been referr d to the Grand 
Sacrifice of the promiſed Meſſiah, as typical of 
that, and as Pledges of Faith and Hope in the 
Effectual Propitiation to be made chro his 
Blood. 821 


Indeed, theſe were rational Prefiimptiogs ; ; but 
where was the Evidence of GOD's Approbation 
and Acceptance, to encourage the Continuance of 
them in the World, and to ſatisfy and quiet the 

Conſcience in a Matter of fo great Importance ? 

It may therefore be fairly inferr'd (without re- 

curring to other Proofs) that GOD did either 

actually inſtitute Sacrifices from the Beginning; 
or, what amounts to the ſame; that, being offered 
upon the aforeſaid rational Inferences, he ma- 
nifeſted his Approval of them by ſome viſible 
- wh an T rer WON as s conſuming 
. IG bsh 25 them 
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F 
them by Fire from Heaven, and other convincing 
Declarations of His Preſence and Communion. 


; Sacrifices, Euchariſtical and Expiatory, being 
* Principal Modes, or Outward Acts of Wor- 
ſhip, before and after the Flood, till the Cove- 
nant of Circumciſion, and the following Moſai- 
cal Inſtitution an i the Continuance of thoſe 
Ads enforced, no doubt, by frequent Revelations 
of the Divine Will; purſuant hereunto, we are 
to enquire wherein their Validity, and the Terms 
of their Acce ptance, did conſiſt. It was not poſe 

ible (as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews argues) 
that the Blood of Bulls and of Goats fhould take 
away Sin; and yet without ſhedding of Blood is 
no Remi iſfon. As cominitted Sin did therefore re- 
| quire the Death of ſome ſubſtituted Victim for 
an Atonement, thereby acknowledging Death 
| to be due to the Tranſgreſſor; and as this Ac- 
knowledgement was inſufficient for a perfect da- 
tisfaction, as not Purifying the Conſcience: Theſe 
Sacrifices muſt of Neceſſity have a further Re- 
ference for theit Efficacy, which muſt termi- 
N nate in the final Oblation of the Meſſiah, once 
1 offer d, for the Sins of the whole World. And 
to declare the Defects of theſe Carnal Ordinances, 
in the Divine Senſe of them ; this great Victim 
of our Sins, the ever bleſſed Saviour, is introduced 
thus expreſſing himſelf, ben coming into the 
Warld,i in order to accompliſh every thing awanr- 
C ing 


| 4.8] 
ing, be ſaith, Sacrifice and Offering thou won dt 
not, but a Body haſt thou prepared Me. Hes. 
10. F. It is evident therefore, that CHRIST 
was the End and Accompliſhment of the whole 
Law, and all preceding Inſtitutions of Worſhip, 
which were but the Shadows of good Things to 
come, whereof the Body is Chrift, who gave Per- 
fection to the Whole. 1 
That our Saviour's Death had a Retroſpect to 
all preceding expiatory Sacrifices, as giving their 
proper Value to them, is expreſly declared in 
this Epiſtle; and that theſe Ritual Expiations, 
under the Levitical Adminiſtration, in the Sin- 
Offerings eſpecially, had a prineipal Regard to 


the Great Atonement to be made by our Great 


High-Prieſt, by the Oblation of Himſelf, and 
that they, as Types, referr d to their Antitype, 
is plainly implied in the very Manner of per- 
forming them: The bare Sacrificing of the 
Victims not being ſufficiently expreſſive of the 
Thing ſignified; but their Blood was by the 
High-Prieſt, in the Great and Yearly Atone- 
ment, ſprinkled upon, and before, the Mercy- 
Seat, or Propitiatory, the exact Reſemblance of 
which, with the Reconciliation made boy e 
Blood of JESUS, is moſt obvious; and is large- 
ly purſued by the Author of the Epiſtle before 
us : Who, to evince a further Correſpondency 
between the two Diſpenſations, repreſents them 
as two Teſtaments to be ratfiied by Blood, im- 
plying the Death of the Teſtator. And owls 

Order 
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order to accompliſh the dn which was only 
typical, and ſhadow'd out that which was to fol- 
low, and was eſtabliſh'd by the ſubſtituted Blood 
of Victims, it was neceflary to tałe that out of 


the way to eſtabhſh the 2 which is a 


Teſtament ſigned with the Blood, and confirm'd 
by the real Death of the Teſtator himſelf, who 
was the Sum and Subſtance of the whole Law, 


and all that the Prophets had ſpoken. 
In regard of the Fews then, and ſuch to whom 


the Oracles of God were committed, either by Par- 


ticipation with, or in Succeſſion from them, That 
CHRIS r was the End of the Law, and the Sub- 
ſtance of all preceding and ſubſequent Revelation, 
is by the expreſs Declarations of the Prophets 
abundantly clear. $45; 
Now it may be worth while to inquire, What 
Notices of the MESSIAH's Coming had been 
afforded to the reſt of Mankind ? 
That this Great Deſign was ſufficiently pub- 
liſh'd to the World, we may deduce from two 
very remarkable Inſtances ; the Inſtitution of 
Circumciſion, and the Practice of Sacrificing dit- 
fuſed throughout the Heathen World. And in- 
deed the whole Jewiſh Polity was exactly well 
calculated, for making known to the reſt of the 
Nations fo glorious an Expectation. That they 
had in general a Notion of ſuch a great Event, 
the Heathen Hiſtorians, who lived near that 


Time, evince ; and that it ſhould be ſo, the Pro- 


phet HA, long before, declares; calling Him 
the Defire or Expectation of all Nations. So 
in that famous Prophecy of the Scepter's not de- 


parting from Judah, till the Coming of the 


x MESSIAH, 


1 
MESSIAH, according to the Sepruagint Verſion, 
and others, it is ſaid, that he ſhall gal _ Ex: 


pectation of the Nations.” 


1. One principal Occaſion or̃ Inquiry into 
this Matter preſented to the Heathen, was the 
Inſtitution, or Covenant of Circumciſion : A Rite, 
ſo uncommon and ſtrange, i in an outward Re- 
ſpect, that it was ſo much the more likely to 
whet the Curioſity of Strangers, to inquire into 
the Inſtitution, and inform themſelves of the Spi- 
rit, as well as Letter of the Precept. And 
chis being a Teſtimony of G ON's entring into 
Covenant with the People, to whom it was en: 
Joyn'd, and an Indication of the promiſed MES- 
SIAH's deriving His Birth from them, was a 
greater Inſtigation. to Human Inquiſitiveneſs, and 
a more effectual Publication of the Thing, where- 
by the Acount of it might be diſperſed quicker 
and further, (as a learned Divine has obſerved ) 
than it a thouſand Preachers had been commiſ- 
ſion'd with the Proclamation of it into the ſe- 


veral Parts of the Wort nn : 


2, The Cuſtom of Sacrificing did likewiſe im- 
ply as much, and referr'd the Inquirer to the future 
Oblation of the Meſſiah, and was a more effec- 
tual Method of diffufing the Notion of that Ex- 
piatory Death, than if never ſo many Prophets 
had been ſen to preach it about the World. The 


Or gin of Sacrifices among the Gentiles was, 


withon! 
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without Queſtion, fetch'd from the Patriarchal 
Families. And the Introduction of them muſt 
have been upon an Opinion of their Efficacy, 
after an Examination into the Nature and Deſign 
of them. And it is moſt probable, that the Corrup- 
tion of Original Tradition, concerning the Expia- 
tory Sacrifice of the Son of GOD, gave the firſt 
Riſe to Human Sacrifices, promoted by the Sug- 
geſtions of the Devil, ambitious of mimicking 
the Sublimeſt Myſteries of Religion, and as it 
were to ſhow his Triumph over Mankind, ang 
Meckery of the Great Propitiation in Deſpite 
to the fatal Promiſe, that the Seed of” the Woman 
ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, which he uſed 
all Means to pervert and obſcure. 


3. If we confider the Jewiſh State and Inſtitu- 
tions, conſiſting of ſo many particular Rites and 
Reſtraints, in Contra- diſtinction to the neigh- 
bouring Nations, together with their ſeveral and 
univerſal Diſperſions, whether by Captivity or 
thro' Increaſe of People; it is obvious to think, 
that the Hiſtory and Grand Scope of the Reli- 
gion of this People muſt have been very well 
known to the Countries where they reſided, or 
with whom they converſed, from the Natural 
Curioſity of Mankind, and the Communicative- 
neſs of a People, ready enough to extol their Pri- 
vileges, and boaſt of the glorious Prince, who was 

to deſcend from them, and rule the Nations, 


Bf 

4. It is further conſiderable, that the Diſpen= 
fation of the Prophets, raiſed up from time to 
time, was a ſort of Pharos of Divine Light, darted 
forth from the People of Fudea, as it were for that 
Reaſon, placed in the Midſt of the Nations, to 
direct them where to look for the Day-Spring 
from on High, that was about to viſit them, 
And that the Prophetical Office was moſt wiſely 
adapted to this Uſe, appears from the Manner of 
delivering their Propheſies, which related to 
foreign Princes, by ſending their Predictions to 
them, with the particular Symbols of the Thing 
foretold: Than which nothing can be concei- 
ved more proper, to notify to the World the ex- 
rraordinary Prerogatives of their Religion, and to 
incite the 13 to inform themſelves about it. 


And now in the Pulneſs of Time, after the 
World had been prepared for the Expectation 
of Him, by Prophecies, Types, and all other ne- 
ceſſary Indications. of Him that was to come, 
the long-wiſh'd Prince is born, in an Age the 
moſt proper for his Arrival of any that had pre- 
ceded it. Without theſe Preparations, which 
were as Polar Stars amidſt Pagan Darkneſs, the 
World in general, and even the Jews wou'd 
have been ſo far loſt to all Senſe of a Redeemer, 
that He wou'd have been much leſs, if at all, ac- 
knowledged when He came, notwithſtanding 
his Miracles, which both. the One and the Other 

wou'd 
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wou'd have "I. without the Concurrence of 
former Predictions. Thus it pleaſed GOD, when 
he ſent forth his Son made of a Woman, to pre- 
pare the Way; and thus it was, as the Prophet 
foretold the People, The Lord, whom ye look for, 
ſhall ſuddenly come into his Temple; even the 
Meſſenger, (rather according to the HeBrEw, 
explain'd by the Ethiopic Uſe and Acceptation of 
the Word to a more commad ious Senſe, the 
Prince) of the Covenant whom ye delight in. 
And: this leads me, in the 


H Second Place, to confider Him after He is come, 
in the Accompliſhment of all things expetted 
from Him, and in His final Dominion and 
Exaltation. 


The particular Characters of our Bleſſed 
Lord, drawn by the Prophets, were applied to 
him by the Evangelical Writers with the ſame 
Divine Authority, with which they were at fiſt 
delivered; and in a Senſe and Manner of Inter- 
pretation, approved and practiſed by thoſe of their 
own Nation, long before his Coming; which 
ought to ſilence the Cavils raiſed againſt ir. 

The Conformity of our Saviour's Perſon and 
Actions, with the Prophetical Delineations of him, 
being fully made out by fuch as handle that Sub- 
ec, and all things requiſite to our perfect Re- 
demption, and Reconciliation thro his Blood, 
having 


: 
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having been accompliſh'd by him, according to 


what the Prophets bad ſpoken, in Confirmation of 
which, as the laſt Evidence of all being finiſh'd, 
be raiſed himſelf from the Dead; we have no room 
to doubt chat He is the Divine Perſon, fo mag- 
nificently deſcribed by the Prophets, and be 
Prince of the Evangelical Covenant; His, by way 
of Eminence, above all former Diſpenſations. 

The Hiſtory of his Life and Death ſhows that 
every thing was performed, and all proper In- 
ſtructions given, that we can think neceffary for 
our Salyation. But the unhappy Remains of 
his own Nation are ſtill unſatisfied, and will ſtill 
call upon us for thoſe Grand Characters of the 
Meſſiah, which they find not in the Humiliation 
of our JESUS, 


Now in Order to ſatisfy the Demand of the 
Fews, it may be proper to diſtinguiſh the Times, 
to reconcile the ſeemingly diſagreeing Parts in 
the Meſſiah's Prophetical Character. The figu- 
rative and Spiritual Senſe of ſo many lofty and 
raiſed Expreſſions, qualified with a Mixture of 
humbler Phraſes, ſeems appoſite enough to chat 
hidden Grandeur of a GOD veiled under Hu- 


man Nature, in whoſe Humiliation appears the 


greateſt Wiſdom, and Fitneſs for the Accompliſh- 


ment of what he came for, both as a Teacher 
and Pattern, whereby he might fulfill all Righe 


teouſugſi, and inſtru all Conditions; the Price 


and 
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and End of which was to be a more tranſcens 
dant Exaltation in his State of Glory. | 

And as the Goſpel State was, in the firſt Re- 
ard, pre-ordained to ſet forth the adorable Good- 
neſs and Condeſcenſion of the Son of GOD, for 
the Benefit of his adopted E Brethren, and the . 
deſigned to enhance his future Glory amidſt the 
Praiſes of Men and Angels ; what can we con- 
ceive more magnificent, and more anſwerable 
to the Idea of a GOD incarnate, than ſuch a 
beneficent Condeſeenſion! An Idea that requires 
a more than Human Eloquence to give it its 
due Luſter | Here then, without going further, 
we can ſee in the MES SIAH more than the 
Prophets have ſpoken in their moſt elevated 
Expreſſions | 

But this is not all. They ſpake of him, as 
4 Prince, and a temporal Prince; we will own 
it. He was a Prince by Deſcent, and he Was to 
be more than the moſt glorious of Princes, after 
his Exaltatiop, when, in fact, he ruled the Na- 
tions according to his Will, and reduced the 
Greateſt Monarchs to his Obedience. 

But the Jcus will further urge, that Jeruſalem 
was to be the Seat of his Empire, whence his 
Power ſhall be exerted over all Nations; withal, 
adding their own Prerogatives above the reſt of 
the World, > 

D Not- 
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Notwithſtanding what is here objected, may 
be reduced to the Spiritual Dominion of CRRIS T 
and ſufficiently ſatisfy the Letter, without ſeek- 
ing a further Intention: We may comply ſo far 
as to gratify the Fewos in their further Demand; 
and anſwer, That the Goſpel OEconomy being 
the laſt Diſpenſation of G OD to Mankind, we 
don't take upon us to limit the Duration of it, 
or determine the Revolutions which may hap- 
pen in that State. The Accompliſhment of many 
of the Scripture Prophectes are yet to be look'd 
for, and particularly that of their General or laſt 
Converſion. And we further expect the Fulneſs 
of the Gentiles coming in, till which Time the 
Holy City will be trodden by them: Aſter 
which, how far the more literal Accompliſhment 
of the Prophecies, concerning the MESSIAH, 
may be farther demonſtrated to the World, I 
ſhall not here enter into any Diſcuſſion. 
In fum : We have here ſeen JESUS, who 
was made a little lower than the Angels, by a 
voluntary Humiliation for the Sake of Man, 
exalted above all Principalities and Powers; and 
the great End of his ſtooping ſo low being to 
raiſe us up, once abject Mortals, 0 /it together 
with him in Heavenly Places, let us hold faſt 
the Rrofeſion of our Faith without wavering, 
looking unto Feſus, the Author of our Salvation, 


Who Baabe Life and Immortality to Light = | 
i 


. 

the Goſpel : And as He has given us the moſt 
convincing Evidence of it, in his own Reſur- 
rection, we may affirm, with better Aſſurance 
than the Good Soc RATE s, That we have a 
glorious Proſpect before us And let us purſue 
it, ſeeing we ſhall attain the End of our Hopes, 
if we faint not. What can be greater Matter 
of Exultation, what can give us a nobler Senſe 
of the MESSIAH's Kingdom, and his gracious 
Diſpenſation, than to reflect that each of his 
Subjects is to reign with him, and contribute to 
his Glory! A Reflection ſo full of Comfort, 
ſuch a Motive to Gratitude, ſuch an Incitement 
to Obedience, a Conception of ſo elevating a 
Nature, ſo ennobling the Soul, and ?ransforming 
it into the Divine Image. what, in the Contem- 
plation of it, She may look down, with the Pity 
of an Angel, upon the moſt exalted Pomp of 
what the World miſtakes for Grandeur 

What unhappy Men then are thoſe among 
us, how depraved in their Taſte, and inſenſible 
of a true Greatneſs of Soul, or averſe to the 
only Means of acquiring it, who uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours to ' overthrow the Kingdom 
of CHRIST, and ſpread their ſenſeleſs infidel 
Principles among ſuch weak Minds, as are not 
prepared to detect the Deluſion ! A miſerable 
one indeed ! And miſerable Apprehenſions of 
Things muſt they have, who are carried away 
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with i it! No one good End, that I know of, Caig 


be propoſed by ſuch a Conduct, which, without 


giving any Advantages, in the Eſtimation of 3 
virtuous Man, rends to unſettle the World, and 
turn Men looſe to live as they liſt; whilſt all 
well-meaning Perſons, inſtead of thanking ſuch 
officious Dictators, ought to look upon chem as 
the worſt of Enemies, for endeavour ing to rob 


them of their greateſt Felicity, the Expectation 


and Aſſurance of a glorious Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of the MESSIAH, the only powerful 
Support under the Tryals of this Life. 


As far us, who are ſe parated to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, 1 it is incumbent on us to be very 
diligent i in rooting up theſe Tares, that are ſown 
with ſo much malicious Induſtry 1; more eſpe- 
cially to prevent their further Increaſe, Nor leg 
us endeavour only to ſtrengthen thaſe that dq 
ſtand, and raiſe up them that fall, but provide 
ourſelves alſo with ſuch ſpiritual Armour, as will 


enable us to repell the Artacks of the Adverſary, 


and overcome them. As great as the Bravades 
are, that have been made us, they are found ta 
be lighter chan Vanity itſelf ! The Enemy have 
been compleatly defeated at their o vn Weapons ; 
aud ſo glorious a Cauſe as that of Truth, which 


we have to defend, can never want Champions, 


Walk the Church of England is ſo illuſtriouſly 
 adornd 
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adorn'd with ſo many learned and worthy Divines, 
as may juſtly make it a Praiſe in the Earth, 


And as we have ſuch gracious Aſſurance _ 
che Throne of an indulgent Protection, (which, 
bleſſed be God ! we have happily and long ex- 
perienced) and have ſeen ſo many Able H ands 
who have fought the Lord's Battles, promoted 
to deſerved Honours, by the accurate Diſcern- 
ment, and diffufive Munificence of a QUEEN, 
who does Honour to a Throne, and exalts Majeſty 
itſelf, and whom the Reformed i in general re- 


curd, as their Nurfing Mother ; we neither want 
Example nor Encouragement, to exert ourſelves 


in our Function, according to our Capacity, both 
by Doctrine and Practice, to reſiſt and convince 
all Gainſayers. And whilſt we, all of us, affec- 
tionately joyn, in promoting the Cauſe of Truth, 
ſtudyingito do Honour, and conciliate a Renn 
to Qur Church, (the moſt eminent Part of the 
Chriſtian World) not maligning one another, 
not detracting from others Labours, who may 
excel us, endeavouring to inculcate into our 
People, next to a true Fear of GOD, and a due 
Obſervance of the Inſtitutions of Religion, a 
reverent and dutiful Regard for their Superiors, 
in Subordination to their Majeſties Happy Ad- 
miniſtration, under whom alone we . to 
enjoy all the Liberties of Engliſh Subjects; 


may be aſſured of the ame gracious Protection 
from 
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from the Throne ; and * however wicked 2 
the Times may be, and tho' the Floods of un- 
godly Men may make us afraid, by threatning 
the Ruin of GOD's Church, yet the Gates of 
Hell ſhall never prevail againſt i ic, 


Indeed, it often pleaſes GOD to bring Good 
out of Evil, and Light out of Darkneſs; and thus 
the daring Petulance of the Adverſaries of our 
Faith has had one good Effect, of provoking ſo 
many able Defenders to aſſert irs Cauſe, and 
ſer it forth with the greater Luſter ; Yet the In- 
fluence of the late profane Writings, among 
the Generality, is very deplorable ; and tis much 
10 be feared, that this Antichriſt (ſo far is the 
Contagion diffuſed !) will not be effectually ſub- 
dued, till the Lord ſhall conſume this wicked One 
with the Spirit of his Mouth, and deſtroy with the 
Brightneſs of His Coming, From which, proba- 
ply, we are not far off; and, in order to which, 

we ought * to pray, Come, Lord Jeſus 


yea, come quickly ! Amen. 
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